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PRISON NEEDS IN NEW YORK 

"It is proposed that one-half of the convict's wages be paid to his family 
and the other half to the state penitentiary fund. 

"There is a demand for several thousand laborers for work on the roads 
and bridges, for which the different counties cannot afford to pay the cost 
of free labor. 

"The governor says few convicts will abuse the privilege and escape. The 
punishment for anyone violating the trust has been prescribed by a vote of 
the convicts, which the governor and prison board have approved." R. H. G. 

The Penal Reform League. — The fourth annual meeting of the Penal 
Reform League was held in London on December 8, 191 1. In his introductory 
address the chairman said that the Criminal Court of Appeal had surpassed 
the expectation of its authors in respect to the good work accomplished. Mis- 
carriages of justice had been prevented. Throughout the country had been a 
general improvement in the ordinary mode of trying criminals The charges 
to juries were more careful and precise than before and sentences were better 
considered. Several resolutions were adopted at this annual meeting, as 
follows : 

First : "That provision should be made in connection with the criminal 
courts for the careful examination by skilled experts of accused or convicted 
persons, and that those found to be mentally defective or abnormal should not 
be imprisoned, but should be suitably cared for in institutions provided for 
the purpose for as long as is advisable in their own interest and in that of the 
public." 

Second: "That the conditions of service of prison officers require radical 
alteration with a view to their being treated with proper consideration and 
confidence." 

Third : "That this meeting welcomes the project for starting a juvenile 
community on the lines of the George Junior Republic, New York, and pledges 
its support." 

Fourth : Lady Constance Lytton mtroduced the fourth resolution, which 
she called a "rider," as follows: "That no scheme for a reformatory juvenile 
community of this character can be satisfactory unless it includes provision for 
girls and women as well as for boys and men, either in the form of a co-edu- 
cational community for both sexes, or of two separate branches (one for 
males and one for females) on similar lines." R. H. G. 

Prison Needs in the State of New York. — Mr. O. R. Lewis, General 
Secretary of the New York State Prison Association, in an interview which 
appeared in the World of November 10, comments upon the need for a State 
Reformatory for misdemeanants and a second institution for feeble-minded 
criminals : 

"The principal prison needs of this state," said Mr. Lewis, "are a separate 
cell for each prisoner in state prisons, employment for eight hours a day for 
all able-bodied men in state prisons, the marketing of all prison-made prod- 
ucts in this state to the state and its political subdivisions, such as counties 
and cities; the introduction and development of industries in our county peni- 
tentiaries and jails; the centralization of administration of our penitentiaries 
and jails under a proper department of the state; the abolition of idleness and 
filth in many of our jails ; the development of the women's farm and the farm 
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